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Portage is a service within the Early
Years Foundation Stage for children
with additional needs.

It is a home teaching service for
pre-school children who show some
degree of developmental delay.

The children may have learning or
physical needs because of a specific
condition or there may be no obvious
reason fo explain why they learn more
slowly.

The Service helps parents to teach
their own children in their own homes
with support from a trained home
visitor who visits the family on a
weekly basis.

The UK National Portage Association
website can be found at:
www.portage.org.uk

What is a Portage Home Visitor?

Portage Home Visitors (PHVs) have
varied backgrounds and have
received special training in the
Portage approach.

Who is the Portage Service for?

The Wakefield Portage Service is
appropriate for children:

e From birth to 3'2years

e Who show a delay in af least 2
areas of development

Who live in the Wakefield district

Parents/carers must be willing to
take part in the Service and make
the time available for the weekly
visit, daily practice of the activity
and completion of the activity
charts:

Before Portage involvement

You will be offered an initial visit

with the manager of the service to
introduce you to the Portage Service
and to gather additional information
regarding your child and their needs.
Depending upon the capacity within
the team, there may be a short wait
before Portage can begin.

Portage Home Visitors have many
ways of working to help children.
The emphasis is on sessions being
enjoyable. This involves:

e Assessment of what the child can
already do using an appropriate
checklist as a guide.

e Creating a teaching plan, tailored
to the individual child and what
the parents want their child to
learn.

e During the weekly visit the Home
Visitor will demonstrate how fo
teach the skill, as well as how to
observe and record the child’s
progress.

e Ateaching activity for the week
will then be written down clearly
on an Activity Chart.

e The parents will try out the
teaching activity during the home
visit and will then spend a short
period of time every day for the
next week teaching the child.

The child’s progress will be discussed
with the Home Visitor during the next
visit and the next step in the teaching
programme planned.

After Portage Involvement

Portage will remain involved as long
as it is needed. This may be for a short
period of intervention, or until the child
enters a nursery/childminders. The
PHV will support with transition by
sharing with setting staff the teaching
methods and progress that has been
made and/or making a referral to the
Early Years Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND) Team.

Your Local Offer

Wakefield has a local offer which aims
to help people find information about
the services, activities and support
available in the local area for children
and young people with Special
Educational Needs and/or Disabilities
and their families.




For further information please see Wakefield Local Offer at:
www.wakefield.mylocaloffer.org

If you know of a family who would benefit from receiving Portage or would like
further details about the service please contact us.

We are based at:

Education and Inclusion Service,
Block C,

Ground Floor

Normanton Town Hall

High Street

Normanton

WF6 2DZ

Email: eps@wakefield.gov.uk
Telephone: 01924 307403
www.wakefield.gov.uk

Tracey Hurd Lead Portage Home Visitor

The Portage Service values feedback and would love to hear your views.

National Portage Association

Partners with Parents and Children
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